Lesson 1
JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD


COLOSSIANS 1: 15–20

Leader’s Guide 
1.
Getting started


Introduce the song “In My Life Lord, Be Glorified.” Play it through or read the words aloud. 


Follow with a prayer seeking the Spirit’s presence as you begin this session and this study. 

OPENING QUESTION. Allow time for discussion. 

Describe a time when/if you ever came in first in something?

How does it feel to be first? 

How do we feel when someone else is first?

Does the world treat people in first place any differently from the rest of us?

What does the Bible have to say about being first?

SHARE. When we become Christians, we make a profession of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord, promising to put him first in our lives. Recite these words from The Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.” (Repeat with group.)

2. From the background

SHARE. Colossians 1:15–20 is the scripture passage for our conversation about the lordship of Jesus Christ. Here Jesus is said to hold the highest place in many different arenas of life. Let’s examine the passage and discuss what it means to call Jesus our Lord.

READ. Colossians 1:15–20 (Invite the group to follow along in their Bibles.)

ASK. What are some of the descriptions of Jesus Christ mentioned here?

From these verses, what is Jesus’ relationship to creation?

(He is the firstborn of all creation; all things were created in him, through him, and for him.)

How is Jesus’ relationship to the Church described?

(He is the Head of the Church and the firstborn from the dead.)

Why is Jesus given first place in everything?

(Verse19: Because the fullness of God dwelt in him, and through him God reconciled all things through his cross.)

SHARE. Because Jesus holds first place in everything, as Christians we address him as our Lord. This is something we declare at the very beginning of this section of The Apostles’ Creed, when we say what we believe about Jesus Christ.

ASK. At what times do we call Jesus our Lord, other than when we confess using The Apostles’ Creed in worship? (Allow time for discussion.)

SHARE. Declaring aloud that Jesus is one’s Lord and Savior marks the beginning of one’s life as a Christian. This profession is made when we present our children for the sacrament of baptism, or when we are confirmed or become members of a Presbyterian church.. 

To pronounce Jesus as one’s Lord is to renounce all other “gods” in the universe and in our lives, be it work or money or self. In declaring Jesus as Lord, we pledge our life’s allegiance only to him. Being changed by the forgiveness he offers in his death and receiving the new life he presents through his resurrection, we begin life as a Christian. From this point on, Jesus’ words and life direct our way of life. 

3. 
Digging deeper

DISCUSS. Divide the group into 3 smaller groups and assign one of these questions to each. After five minutes, invite each group to share what they have learned with the entire group.

Read Colossians 1:15–20.

Group 1: Describe Jesus’ relationship to God. 

Group 2: What is the significance of Jesus’ lordship over creation? 

Group 3: What is the significance of Jesus’ lordship in the church? 

SHARE. For us to declare that Jesus is our Lord is a profound statement, because it affects the way we look at the world, at God, at the church, and at ourselves. As we discover in this passage from Colossians, there is great importance attached to our profession, “I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.” When we make our profession of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord we are saying that Jesus Christ holds first place in our lives. No one else and nothing else competes for our allegiance. Jesus alone is Lord.

4. Challenge

SHARE. Although each of us declares Jesus Christ as our Lord, throughout our lives we discover that there are areas that we have not yet surrendered to Jesus’ lordship—areas of our lives that we still want to control, areas in which we are not truly obedient to Jesus. 

ASK. Which parts of people’s lives do you think are some of the hardest to surrender to Jesus’ lordship?

Take a moment to write down an area of your life in which you still need God’s help in surrendering to Jesus’ lordship. (This may be shared with the group voluntarily.)

SHARE. According to our Book of Order, “God has put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church, which is his body.” (G-1.0100).

ASK. How can our personal surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ affect the greater renewal of our churches and our denomination?

5. Concluding the discussion

PRAY. Invite the group to pray single sentence prayers aloud, giving thanks that God gives Jesus first place in everything, or requesting God’s help in surrendering an area of their lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ. Close this time of prayer with thanksgiving for God’s gift of his son to the world, for the forgiveness of our sins, and for a new life to live for God.

If your group enjoys singing, end the time with “Lord, Reign In Me,” or just read the words to the song. 

